
   

September 16, 2008 

To the WMU Greek Life Community: 

It is with great pleasure and sincere thanks that I write to you.  Western Michigan Universityõs Greek Life      

community played an integral part in the success of the 2008 Fall Welcome program!  As very influential men 

and women on our campus, your unity and common goals had a positive impact on the first-year and transfer 

students that participated in Fall Welcome, and for that, we would like to say thank you. 

The Greek Carnival was a huge success, as evidenced by the large turn-out for the evening.  You brought       

enthusiasm, spirit, and pride, showing the new students just how much fun it can be to be a Bronco.             

Furthermore, we greatly appreciate the solidarity among the different chapters, promoting the Carnival as WMU 

Broncos as well as Greek Life members. 

We would like to say a special thanks to all the members who served on the committees for the Carnival.  Your 

hard work was apparent that evening, and you should be proud of your accomplishment. 

On a final note, we would also like to express our appreciation for your interaction with the first-year students 

during the other nights during the week.  It was brought to our attention that many chapters would not allow first

-year students into their house during the week.  This was a mature decision, and I assure you that many      

departments on campus applauded this commitment. 

Men and women of Greek Life, it was a pleasure working with you this year, and we hope that this was an     

enjoyable experience for you as well.  We wish you a wonderful semester and look forward to working with you 

again next year. 

Most sincerely, 

Adrienne Fraaza   Dr. Toni Woolfork-Barnes 

Fall Welcome Coordinator  Director of FYE Programs 
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Greek News Around U.S. 

San Diego State Greeks 

raise $60,000 for national 

Wheelchair Foundation. 

NBA coach and former 

player Pat Riley, Sigma Nu, 

joins basketball Hall of 

Fame. 

NPHC North Central      

Regional Conference to be 

held October 30-November 

2 in Fairborn, Ohio. 

NIC names Will Foran,        

, Director of Education 

a n d  L e a d e r s h i p              

Development.   

Issue 5, October 2008 

Above: This large screen         

p r o j e c t e d  p i c t u r e s ,            

information about chapters 

and councils, and videos 

about community values and 

benefits. 

Above: CPC President Beth 

Laskowski in the dunk tank. 

Left: Members of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc. in the         

All-Star Step Show. 



Page 2 WMU Greek Links 

The brothers of Delta Chi  gathered with 

advisor Barry Peters and Regent Marquez 

Brown at a chapter retreat on August 23 to 

focus on chapter restoration and growth.  

Having faced a number of setbacks and 

obstacles this spring semester, the chapter 

was poised to set new goals, review     

financial operations, and discuss new 

recruitment strategies. 

Presentations by Regent Brown, Peters, 

Kristin Fouts, and Delta Zetaõs national 

Delta Chi Retreat Focused on Restoration and Growth 

Panhellenic Recruitment. CPC President 

Be thany  Laskow sk i  o f fe rs  he r                  

congratulations for a successful fall Formal 

Recruitment period. A record number of 

registrants led to over 135 women joining 

the Panhellenic community. Continuous rain 

and tornado warnings did not stifle the   

excitement and dedication of potential   

members, recruitment counselors, or      

Panhellenic board members. Thanks, also, 

to other RSOs and university departments 

who helped promote and support fraternity 

and sorority recruitment! 

Sigma Kappa/Sigma Chi Fundraiser. On 

September 20, Sigma Chi hosted a         

fundraiser with Kinetix, a Denver-based funk-

rock band. Sigma Chi typically fundraises for 

the Childrenõs Miracle Network, but instead 

donated the proceeds to the Sigma Kappa 

Bone Marrow Drive.  

News and Events From Around the Greek Community 

Greek 101. This annual program for new 

members will take place Sunday, October 12 

(time TBA) in Bernhard 208. Bill McGrane is 

the featured guest speaker. The program is 

hosted by IFC and Panhellenic councils, and 

all new   members to IFC and CPC    chapters 

must attend. Active members are welcome. 

Food and beverages will be     provided. 

Celebrating 60 Years! Congratulations to 

Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, celebrating its 

60th anniversary at Western Michigan    

University! The chapter will celebrate      

October 3-4, 2008.  

Haunted Forest Fundraiser. Chi Omega and 

Delta Zeta will host their annual Haunted 

Forest philanthropy October 17-18, and 

October 24-26. Support the Make a Wish 

Foundation and have a scary good time! 

Delta Chi Loses Beloved Office Manager. 

Delta Chi Fraternity Internat ional               

Headquarters recently lost a well-known and 

much-loved figure in its office. Marge Lee, 

office manager for nearly 35 years, passed 

away on September 10.  

Margie was employed at Delta Chi            

Headquarters in 1964, and  was known as 

the òDelta Chi mom.ó She could often be 

found playing cards with Headquarters staff 

over lunch, or tending to her òboys,ó the Delta 

Chi field representatives.  

Delta Chiõs current and past Executive      

Directors and other members served as    

pallbearers at Margieõs funeral. She will be 

greatly missed by Delta Chi and other        

fraternal organizations nationwide.  

recruitment chairman, Lauren Campbell, gave 

structure to the day-long retreat.   

Using the Fraternityõs values as a guide, the 

chapter discussed how to hold members 

accountable, make Ritual more meaningful, 

and how to effectively market the organization 

to potential members.  

 

Image: Lauren Campbell and brother Kevin 

Schaller role play recruitment strategies, 

including òbeing normaló and standing out 

from other fraternities.  

Push America is the exclusive service  

learning project of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity. 

Theta Rho chapter at WMU, which received 

its   charter on April 12, 2008, is planning 

two events in October to promote Push       

America. The first, on October 15-16, is 

called òPedal for Push.ó  

Pi Kappa Phi to Host Events for òPush Americaó Philanthropy 

The chapterõs second Push event will give 

brothers the opportunity to meet other      

brothers from around the country while    

volunteering time with children with           

disabilities.  

The "Give a Pushó or GAP weekend will have 

Theta Rho members travel to Toledo, Ohio, on 

October 10-12 to work at Camp Miakonda. 

Brothers will be building wheelchair ramps, 

repairing trails and helping with general    

upkeep of the camp facilities.  

We look forward to posting pictures of both 

events in the November newsletter! 

The chapter will have at least one stationary 

bike going for at least 24 hours,                  

starting at noon on the 15th at the flagpoles. 

They plan to have multiple bikes and multiple                

riders. In coming days, invitations will be sent 

to campus and community members to 

schedule time to òpedal for Push.ó  

 

The chapterõs goal is to raise money and 

awareness for individuals with disabilities.  

within the next week or so inviting people 

from the campus and community to schedule 

some time to come 'pedal for push'. The   

chapter is also looking for sponsorships and 

media coverage for the event.  
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November Preview 

November 5: ELECTION DAY 

November 8: WMU vs. Illinois 

at Ford Field (see page 7) 

November 13: Presidents    

Roundtable, t ime and       

location TBA 

N o v e m b e r  2 7 :             

THANKSGIVING 

Submit chapter and council         

information for the next      

edition of Greek Links! 

The November edition will go out     

October 29, so submit your member 

highlights, calendar items, upcoming 

program  notices, or photos by      

October 24!  E-mail them to Kristin 

Fouts at  kristin.fouts@wmich.edu.  

Panhellenic Formal Recruitmentð 14th 

WMU Homecoming through October 4 

Sigma Gamma Rho Weekð 26th 

Advisorõs Corner: Advising Student Victims of Hazing 

The last week of September each year is designated as National Hazing Prevention Week . Many chapters and campuses recognize this week by conducting 

educational programs or membership reviews to insure that hazing has no place in fraternal activities. However, the reality remains that many fraternal   

organizations still do haze, and the subtle shades of grey in the black-and-white issue of hazing confuse many members and advisors.  

What is hazing? What can advisors do to prevent or react to hazing in their chapters? These and other resources can be found at 

http:www.hazingprevention.org.  

Western Michigan University defines hazing as òAny act which endangers the mental or physical health or safety of a person, embarrasses, frightens, or    

degrades a person or which destroys or removes public/private property, for the purpose of initiation, admission into, or affiliation with, or as a condition for 

continued membership, in a group, organization/team. The expressed or implied consent of the alleged person against whom the actions have been taken will 

not be a defense. Apathy or acquiescence in the presence of hazing are not neutral acts; they are violations of this ruleó (Student Code of Conduct, pg. 8). 

If students believe they have been hazed, or are being hazed, here are some recommendations you can make as an advisor: 

Stay connected with friends outside of the group. Hazers often try to isolate their victims from others who might challenge their experiences.  

Talk with others about what you are going through. Demanding secrecy is a common practice designed to protect people who are abusing others.  

Seek guidance from your parents/guardian or other family member. Talk to a health care provider to sort out what to do.  

Refuse to participate. Or, leave the group. Walking away from hazing takes strength, and quitting takes character. 

Join together with other new members to refuse to be hazed. Some fraternity members admit that they became very worried when it appeared that a 

group of new members might rebel, because the financial consequences to the group would be serious if the new members left. Hazers don't want    

victims to realize how much power they have, so they work hard to keep them subjugated. 

Report the hazing, confidentially if you prefer. Call or e-mail a counselor, advisor, administrator.  

 

 

 

October 2008  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 

60th 

anniversary 

4   NPHC 

Marchdown 

@ 6, Read 

Fieldhouse 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 

Greek 101 

13 14 15 

Pedal 

for Pushð 

16th 

16   17  SALP Fall 

Lead. Retreat 

Haunted 

Forest 

18 

Haunted 

Forest 

19 20 21 22 

 

23 

Council 

Roundtable 

24 

Haunted 

Forest 

25 Presidents 

Retreat 

Haunted 

Forest 

26 

Haunted 

Forest 

27 28 29 30 31 

WMU Family 

Weekend 

 

WMU Homecoming September 29-October 4 

REMINDER FOR ALL     

MEMBERS: 

If you receive an e-mail asking 

you to take the WMU Greek    

research survey described in the 

last newsletter, please DO NOT 

complete the survey.   

http://www.hazingprevention.org/


 

Date: October 25, 2008 

Venue: Adventure Centre at Pretty Lake 

Registration Deadline: October 17, 2008 

 

 

The Fall Presidents Retreat is designed to address specific needs of chapter presidents, including  networking with other   

presidents, identifying strategies for insuring a successful transition into or out of office, and leaving a positive legacy in the 

organization upon exit. Presidents from all WMU chapters are encouraged to attend. To apply, please complete the following 

form and return to the SALP office by October 17, 2008. At that time, you will also be asked to sign a release agreement.     

Limit to presidents only. Registrants or their chapters are asked to pay $20 to defray the cost of lunch and programming at 

ACPL. Chapters who wish to send both their outgoing and in-coming presidents will be asked to pay $45 for the second    

participant. Please print a separate form for an additional participant. Cash or check should be turned in with this             

registration form. 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________      Date: ____________________________________ 

WIN#: _________________________________________ 

Local Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary Phone: (____)_____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Chapter: _________________________________________________________________ 

What is the term of your office? (Mo/Yrð Mo/Yr) ________________________________ 

What would you like to get from this program? _________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any specific dietary or physical needs? _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 


