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Greek News Around U.S.

¢ Seven NIC and NPHC
members played in NFL
Pro Bowl on February 8.

¢ NPHC announces 2009
Greek Symposium in D.C.
May 29-30.

¢ U-Penn presidents charged
for underage drinking at off
campus Greek Retreat.

¢ NPC launches new site,
SororitylQ.com to inform
student s
sorority experience.

¢+ NPC announces
CAMPUSPEAK partnership
to offer campus
Panhellenic board training.
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The results of a study conducted by
Kristin Fouts and Walter Malone
(former Fraternity/Sorority Life
Assistant) were
presented in a forum on February
18 at the Bernhard Center.

Over 70 students and advisors
attended the forum and engaged in
a lively discussion about the data
and its application in growing and
advancing the fraternity and
sorority community.

So what
more interesting
break it down into three categories:

wer e

1. Knowledge and perception,

2. Reasons for participating in
recruitment or intake, and

3. Reasons for not participating.

Knowledge and Perception

Of the 950 students who
responded to the survey, 57%
indicated they received most of
their precollege knowledge of

a b o u tfratefnities ang ; sofarities from

affiliated friends or family
members. Fiftyfive percent
received their information from
television shows or films.
Interestingly, men were more likely
to get their information from
affiliated friends and family, and
women from television or movies.

Reasons for Participating

A key theme that emerged from
student sd
in recruitment or intake activities
is what we termed 6 Th e

F a ¢ t Regardéess of how much
students knew about fraternity/
sorority life prior to college, the
factors that influenced their
participation were 1) friends also
participating, or 2) they were
encouraged to participate by
current members.

Students also participated because
they saw or heard information
about informational meetings,
orientation sessions, or recruitment
registration. This means that the
communityaos
paying off, but there are always
more creative ways to reach

so m?stu&ef]ts tith €infointhfioN &0l S
resulis? L e t 0 &cruitment or

intakerelated
activities.

Reasons for Not Participating

The most common responses
among students who did not
participate in recruitment or intake
activities can be simplified into
three words: time, money, and
benefit.

Many students who responded to
the survey indicated they simply
did not fully understand the
financial obligations (58%), time
commitment/obligations (62%), or
the benefits of membership (68%),
and therefore did not participate in
recruitment or intake. Related to
these are stereotypes students
were familiar with but did not want

to be associated with (74%).

When someone is uncertain or

r e a s o n sunclear mboyt anridea, it is pasy i

to adopt stereotypes and

P misperceptions as truth.

Other Discussion Points

Very few significant differences
were found between genders or
ethnic backgrounds.

514 respondent s
knowl edged of fr
life prior to college, but 87% did
not participate in recruitment or
intake. Thisisourdot i ppi ng
or the group most capable of
being persuaded.

mar k eASi YUY chanter ¢qnsiders fhe

data presented at the forum, ask
these questions:

+ Does we take time to answer
all of the questions or concerns
of potential members?

+ How well do we retain students
from their potential member-
ship through graduation?

+ Do we focus more on growth or
sustainability?

¢+ How well do we promote the
benefits of membership on a
yearround basis?

Profiles of male and female
responses are available for
chapters and councils. Call Kristin
at 387-2131 to receive a copy via
e-mail.
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http://www.sororityiq.com/
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WMU Greek Links
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY

This semester, the SALP Volunteer Servicesgng

office is bringing back the community service
event "Spring Into The Streets'on Friday,
March 27th, 2009. Spring Into The Streets is
an opportunity for all Western students to go
out into the city of Kalamazoo and perform
some much needed service for local
organizations and agencies, including the
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, Fair Food
Matters, Ministry with Community, and several
neighborhood associations.

This event is being considered as the service
event for Greek Week.To get your Greek
Week team registered, visit the Spring Into
The Streets website at:

http://www.volunteerservices.wmich.edu/
sits/sitsindex.htm

Please only register groups of 105 people
so the sites can accommodate you, but feel
free to create several teams. Points will be
awarded based on participation. If 50% of
your team volunteers, you will receive full
points.

The tentative schedule of events has the day
starting at 1lam with registration at Miller
Plaza. All individuals and groups must sign
prior to beginning service. A welcoming
address will be given by President John M.
Dunn at noon, and volunteers will be

Delta Dodgeball

dismissed to begin service around 12:30pm.
Volunteers will engage in a variety of service

CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT

reflection  activities around the h . Albha Xi Deltaks
community. Chapter: Alpha Xi DeltaA=A)
) Colors: Light blue, dark blue, gold
If you have any questions, please contact Mascot: BetXi Bear
Andrew Van Wasshnova at salp- .
Flower: Pink rose

intothestreets@wmich.edy or call SALP at
387-2115.

GREEK COMMUNITY

Philanthropy: Choose Children

Campus Events: Xi Cup soccer fundraiser fg
Choose Children (raised $1167 this year!
reading to area children through First Bog
progr am,; volunteerin
Carnival, and Bowl For Kids Sake.

Congratulations to Sigma Phi Epsilonfor
receiving several honors at its recent Carlson
Leadership Academy. Adam Schiff was

awarded the Zollinger Senior Award, and | Website: http://www.wmualphaxis.com

~

advisor Lauren Campbellwas named the

District 14 Volunteer of the Year. President
River Karabawas chosen one of 18 men
from across the country to participate in the
Fraternityds Quest t d
summer. SALP is very proud of you all!
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0ltds okay to
be i mmature. |
However, itds n
rationalize poor choices because of
those reasons. President Obama
has called for a new era of
responsibility and, in my mind, there
S nNo mini mum ag

Alpha Phiis hosting its first annual Red

Dress Gala on March 14 to benefit the Alpha
Phi  Foundation and its philanthropic

partners, which focus on cardiac care.

Pi Kappa Phiwill be hosting its first Miss i
Push America pageant on March 15, with ~
proceeds benefitting Push America, Pi ABl
Kappa Phids national

John
on
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ogger
Thought sd)
admitted use of performance

enhancing drugs from 20032003.

Celebrate Pi Beta Phi Literacy Week

Delta Sigma Phiwill be hosting Delta Dodgeball
on March 21 from 15pm in the WMU

Recreation Center. The event will feature a

menods bracket and a
trophies and tshirts for the winners. Cost will
be $60 per team, with six people on a team.

The chapter hopes to donate 100% of proceeds
will go to the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention, to honor brother John Kelley Pierce
who fell victim to suicide last winter. WSA has

The women of Pi Beta Phi invite you
March 813.

to join them in celebrating Literacy Week,

Pi Beta Phi will bg hostinq(a h?ndful of events dedicate
worﬂenos_ racket , Y .

to the promaotion of their national’ philanthropy, literacy},
They will have book plate decorating, speed reads, an
the available purchase of carnations[{B® Fraternity
fl ower) to raise funds.

al so encouraged. Bring yo
cash, and/or yourself and come celebrate this importan

week with Pi Beta Phil!

provided funds in support of the program. More

information will be communicated in the

coming weeks.

Below are dates and locations of donation and service sites:
Sunday, March 8: WaMart on 9 St., 10amd 3pm

Monday, March 9: Bernhard Center, 10ar@ 3pm
Wednesday, March 11: Flagpoles (Reaxdthon), 10am 6 4pm

Friday, March 13: 1515 and 1519 (Pi Phi

1lam & 3pm

Townhouses in Fraternity Village)
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March 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

SPRING BREAK

8 9 ZAE founded 10 Together 11 =ABforum: | 12 Cameron 13 14
1856 TuesdaysWear i Matthews in
y economics and Alpha Phi Red
Your Letters! war concert @ 9pm,
Mugshots (CAB) Dress Gala
15 3K founded | 16 17 Together 18 Council 19 20 21
1873; [IK® Miss TuesdaysWear Roundtable, TBA . . .
Push America <-AQA Week > Your Letters! Golden Bronco Miller Movie @ | TB® Literacy  Ax® Delta
Pageant apps due 9pm (CAB) Walk Dodgeball I5pm
22 Standards of 23 II'P WMU 24 Together 25 Last Bronco | 26 27 28
Excellence TuesdaysWear Standing Finals ) . .
) Dance Crew, TB/ i g @, Florez in concert | Spring Into The | Relay for Life,
Interviews Your Letters! 9pm, Dalton (CAB;
srpWeekt > | April GL deadline @ 9pm, Dalton | Streets, 145pm | Polar Plunge
29 Standards o 30 31 Together
Excellence @ Tuesdayswear
Noon Your Letters!

Greek Week >

Submit chapter and council : ~ . :
: o Advisorodos Corner: Encouraging
information for the next
edition of Greek Links! oOn.et of”the m_ost |.mporte}nt thlngs coll eges and| uni v
despairing conditions is to provide them with an education that cultivates a sense of hope. A profound sense of
BNV RGO Rl NefoNeliide)Y) | hope, however, is not just wishful thinkitagformatvehhavi n
March 27, so email any hope is the relentless and sustaining .confidence or conviction that they will somghow persevere in attaining their
highlights, calendar items, mos-t_ i rm_)or t.a'nt Il'ife goals a_nd becoming .t he per s~ons 't t
sustaining, positive conviction about the future hat ori ents and guides one6g | if

upcoming programs, or photos
to Kristin Fouts by March 23.

times.o6 (Dalton & Crosby, 2009).

. . To help foster studentsd growth and devel opment in
kristin.fouts@wmich.edu recommendati ons for encouraging Ootransformative hHopeb
1. Recognize that many of todayds college students st

fragile hopes and dreams.

ONever dout 2. lnspirk andachallenge students to pursue worthy dreams, dreams that carry them beyond-seérest despite
small group of fragile hopes and difficult economic circumstances.

thoughtful, committed R . .
people can change the 3. Hel p students to develop oplans for actiond that e

world. Indeed, it is the aspirations and ambitions.

only thing t t L, He‘Fp Yi§tidnts t'a ﬁeﬁtify Qnd utilize their positive strengths, talents, and abilities as they pursue their goa
and dreams.

Q

S

fiMargaret Mead,
American cultural 5. Provide role models who have succeeded in circumstances of adversity and provide other examples and
anthropologist stories of the power of transformative hope in overcoming difficult circumstances.

Dalton, J.C. & Crosby, P.C. (2009). Hoping in hard times: The transformative power of hope in college student developinental of College &
Character (10) 3, 1-6.




; THANK YOU, WMU, FOR
' £  YOUR SUPPORT OEO RED
for womer FOR WOMENVIONTH!
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